who cannot speak, four-year-olds who cannot walk.
Some of the documentaries are told from the perspective of MSF staff, such as those who work at a 35-bed hospital in Djibouti, an African country with 60 to 70 per cent unemployment and little arable land. In 2009, they treated 1700 children, but so much more is needed according to doctors. This reality is echoed in an MSF project in India, where one-third of the world's malnourished children live.
One of the most poignant documentaries follows a single mother in Burkina Faso whose son is malnourished. She will go without eating for a week, so she can feed her children.
In some areas of Bangladesh, where an estimated eight million children under five are underweight, malnutrition is considered a "Terrifying Normalcy." This acceptance is in many ways the most distressing aspect of these documentaries.
However, there are successes, such as Mexico's Opportunidas program, which brings fortified milk powder to pregnant women and children under three and brings nutrition education to remote states. Also featured is the US Women, Infants and Children program, which provides vouchers for nutrition-rich foods for nine million. It's heartening to see that MSF and VII Photo Agency had the courage to portray malnutrition in the industrial world -and the failings of its aid programs. The second part of the US documentary slams the US Food Aid program for sending homegrown corn-soybean meal, which is not nutritious enough for growing children.
The documentaries and supporting materials are available online, though the small reverse type makes for difficult reading. Still the message is clear: Starved for Attention is a powerful tool for raising awareness.
Barbara Sibbald BJ Deputy Editor, Analysis and Humanities CMAJ

Multimedia
Starved for attention DOI:10.1503/cmaj.101550 In Bangladesh, experts estimate that half the children under five years old are underweight.
The Democratic Republic of Congo is incredibly fertile, yet thousands of children are malnourished.
